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Vaalwater
Guest Speakers:
Tamaryn Prinsloo (Quemic Medical): Provision of emergency medical services in
Vaalwater area

Richard Wadley: The Zandfontein Skirmish, Waterberg, 8 November
1914
--------------------------------------------------Chairman’s and Secretary’s Annual Reports
Election of Executive Committee for 2015
Announcement of Conservationist of the Year Award for 2014
--------------------------------------------------The meeting will be followed by a
Gala Wine Tasting Event!
(with snacks)

With selected wines from Glen Carlou Estate, Klapmuts, Cape.
Our host wine expert will be Pieter Swanepoel
Nominal charge: R50 per person. Guests welcome!
Contact the Waterberg Nature
Conservancy through
Heidi Carlton

RSVP to Heidi Carlton by Monday 10 November 2014, latest!

(contact details at left)

PO Box 1224; Vaalwater 0530
082 336 8757

Join the Conservancy

heidi.bruce@absamail.co.za

The Waterberg Nature Conservancy is a vibrant, active and relevant voluntary
non-governmental organization in the Waterberg. It aims to present interesting
and topical subjects at its five meetings during the year, while also representing
the interests of its members in numerous discussions with government
departments, developers, conservation organisations. For those of you who live
in the Waterberg, receive this Newsletter, but are not yet Conservancy
members, please join us.

www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za

Richard Wadley, Acting Chair
yeldaw@mweb.co.za

Newsletter items by Richard
Wadley unless otherwise
attributed.

The membership of over 70 reflects a variety of bush activities – private reserves
and private homes, tourism operations, game ranching, hunting, commercial
agriculture, conservation research, environmental education, small business. .

Rare Spotted Hyena Sightings
At the beginning of October, an automatic IR camera on a farm near Tafelkop in the Melkrivier area recorded a spotted
hyena passing down the road in front of the camera. Within the same week, a ranger on Ant’s Nest reported having
seen a spotted hyena – possibly the same specimen.

According to Vincent and Derek van der Merwe of Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), it is possible that there are a
couple of free-roaming spotted hyenas in the Waterberg currently. That is, in addition to the population of at least 20
that is known to roam within the Welgevonden / Marakele / Shambala area; and a newly-introduced pack at Entabeni.
There have also been reports of two free-roaming lion in the Waterberg recently.
Anyone who sights either spotted hyena or lion is requested to report the sightings to Derek or Vincent of EWT. Their
contact details are as follows:
Vincent: 074 166 0410 vincentv@ewt.org.za
Derek: 083 447 9335 derekv@ewt.org.za

Of Waterberg Baobabs and Soils.
In the June 2014 issue of Veld & Fauna, the journal of the Botanical Society of South Africa, Clive Walker wrote an
1
interesting article about the occurrence of baobabs in and around the Waterberg.
This elicited a fascinating response from Professor Eugene Moll, of the Department of Biodiversity and Conservation
2
Biology at the University of the Western Cape, in a letter published in the September 2014 issue of the journal.
Prof. Moll made two observations, both of which are relevant to our area:
3

1. A relatively recently published research paper has proposed that there might be not one, but two species
of baobab in Africa (in addition to the six in Madagascar and the single Australian species); and moreover,
that the species which occurs naturally in the Waterberg and surrounding areas over 800 metres above sea
level, is likely to be the new species, if its existence is confirmed. The species was identified from DNA
analysis by a team led by Dr Jack Pettigrew, of the University of Queensland; they named it Adansonia
kilima (kilima being Swahili for ‘of the hills’), because they believe it occurs at an altitude of between 650
metres and 1500 metres; whereas the same research asserted that the species we are familiar with,
Adansonia digitata, prefers altitudes below 800 metres. (I’m not aware of any naturally-seeded baobabs in
the Waterberg above 1000 metres; and most are at or below 900 metres.) The new species was evidently
first identified on the eastern slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro, but has apparently been tracked all the way
down to the Soutpansberg, Venda – and now, possibly, to the Waterberg. According to the paper, the

holotype, or definitive specimen, of A. kilima is a tree chosen just north of Machado (Louis Trichardt) in
Limpopo, at an altitude of about 830 metres.

Surprisingly, the paper attaches no importance to the impact that latitude – the move from an equatorial to sub-tropical
climate – might have on the altitude at which the two alleged species occur. For example, as a layman, I would expect a
species like baobab, which favours a warm, frost-free environment, to be restricted to low altitudes in the sub-tropics,
but to be able to tolerate higher altitudes close to the Equator.
According to the research paper, the new species, A. kilima, can be distinguished from A. digitata by its flowers: these
are said to be smaller (but possibly more numerous) than A.digitata; the petals are shorter and do not curve backwards
(reflex) as those of A. digitata do; and the anthers are therefore exposed beyond the petals. To paraphrase the paper:
“This difference in the relative length and posture of the petals makes it easy to distinguish A. kilima from a distance by
its smaller, partly closed calyx and partially exposed anthers, compared with the larger calyx with fully exposed anthers
and effaced petals of open A. digitata flowers.”
Prof. Moll wonders whether most, if not all the specimens of baobab occurring in the Waterberg might turn out to be A.
kilima. However, it would be premature to conclude that a new species of baobab really has been identified until further
independent, corroborative morphological and genetic analyses have been undertaken. There are many botanists
around the world with long experience in the study of baobabs and we should wait for their confirmation before
accepting the results of Pettigrew et al., particularly as it is well known that there can be great variation of flowers,
leaves etc., within a particular species. I’ve no doubt we’ll be hearing lots more on this topic in coming months.
The flowering season for baobabs is from late October to early January (or even as late as March), so readers living in
Limpopo are urged to see if they can observe any substantial, consistent differences in the flowers of the trees in their
vicinity – and to let us know, with pictures and co-ordinates, what they find.
2. The second interesting observation made by Prof. Moll in his letter concerns the cause of the great floral
biodiversity for which the Waterberg is famous. He points out that the Waterberg, like the southern Cape, is
built very largely of sandstone (or its altered form, quartzite); and that these rocks are well-known to
generate coarse, well-drained, acidic, nutrient-poor soils, from which many important elements, like
potassium, sodium, magnesium and calcium, have been leached out by the acidic groundwater. These
soils are called dystrophic (or oligotrophic in Moll’s terminology). Such soils cause great species richness,
because “since nutrients are so hard to come by, plants have to specialise in order to survive and so they
have narrow ecological niches. The converse of this is that soils rich in plant-available nutrients have low
species diversity.” The Cape fynbos vegetation is one of the world’s best known examples of high species
diversity on dystrophic soils; and Moll suggests that the same mechanism is responsible for the richness of
the Waterberg’s floral population.
Thanks to Clive Walker whose article sparked this discussion (and reminded Bot Soc members that there is a world
beyond the Western Cape!); and to Eugene Moll for his botanical insights.
1

Walker, Clive (2014): Baobabs in the Waterberg. Veld & Flora, 100 (2), June 2014, Journal of the Botanical
Society of South Africa, pages 80-83.
2

Moll, Eugene (2014): Two South African Baobab Species. Veld & Flora, 100 (3), September 2014, Journal of
the Botanical Society of South Africa, pages 141, 143.
3

Pettigrew, Jack et al. (2012) Adansonia kilima sp.nov., a diploid baobab from Africa. Taxon 61 (6), December
2012, pages 1240-1250. www.uq.edu.au/nuq/jack/Taxon%20new%20GPS.pdf

Richard Wadley

To Swerve or Not to Swerve?
by Wendy Collinson of the EWT
Every year, thousands of animals, including birds and reptiles are killed on South Africa's notoriously dangerous roads
due to vehicle collision with animals. Colliding with wildlife is likely to cause significant harm to the driver, passengers,
animals and the vehicle, yet evidence from a recent Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) study reveals that some drivers
may in fact deliberately swerve to hit the animals.
Roadkill research undertaken by the EWT in the Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area (GMTFCA),
northern Limpopo, found evidence that a number of species are deliberately killed on the roads (including snakes and

Black-backed Jackal). A preliminary study in the GMTFCA, using fake animals (chameleon, snake and grasshopper),
also showed that two out of 50 drivers deliberately swerved to ‘squash’ the fake chameleon.
Out of 600 drivers surveyed by the EWT in the GMTFCA, five-per-cent admitted to deliberately killing animals on roads.
The main reason given was dislike of the animal, either through superstitious folklore within local communities, or a
landowner ‘vendetta’ against certain carnivores (e.g. Black-backed Jackal and Caracal), which are believed to be
responsible for livestock killing.

"Through the Wildlife and Roads Project, the EWT has been working to raise awareness of the threat to wildlife from
roads and road users. We are also identifying, developing and implementing relevant mitigation strategies that will
ultimately protect wildlife from roads and improve human safety" remarked Wendy Collinson, Project executant: Wildlife
and Roads Project.
South Africa already experiences a high accident rate due to road factors such as slippery roads, potholes, sharp bends
and poor visibility. As we are fast approaching the festive and holiday season, the EWT cautions drivers to be vigilant
and exercise caution when driving on the roads where wildlife is present. Swerving for animals has been reported to
cause injury or death to vehicle occupants and to the animals.
The Automobile Association recommends that drivers do not swerve at all since swerving to avoid an animal can often
cause a more serious crash or result in loss of control behind the wheel. "Swerving at high speeds can be fatal for the
driver and vehicle passengers. Complacency is high on rural roads due to a general lack of traffic but obstructions can
occur anywhere. It is best to be alert at all times", said Collinson.
The EWT’s Wildlife and Roads Project is supported by Bridgestone SA and Arrow Bulk Logistics, with logistical support
from Mopane Bush Lodge. For further information please contact Wendy Collinson on wendyc@ewt.org.za.

Long Range Weather Forecasts
Cobus Olivier of the South African Weather Service provides interesting long range weather forecasts for the summer
rainfall season. For the current season, the forecasts are based on a weak but developing El Nino system. This is
expected to result in above normal rainfall for the first part of the summer rainfall season (I haven’t noticed it yet!),
followed by a strong probability of poorer than normal rainfall in the second part of the season. Higher than normal
maximum and minimum temperatures are also expected to characterize the first half of summer.
You can request to receive Cobus’s forecasts directly by sending your contact e-mail address to him at
cobus.olivier@weathersa.co.za (Tel 012 367 6008).

Gifblaar - A Most Poisonous Leaf
The period immediately preceding the onset of the summer rains is an extremely dangerous one for owners of domestic
stock in the northern parts of South Africa, especially in years like this one when the rains arrive later than usual. The
reason is that during this period, when there is not a blade of green grass to be found in the parched, dead, browned
veld, a species of plant issues its fresh, vivid emerald green leaves in low tufts close to the ground in such a way as to
be irresistible to hungry ruminants. The problem is, that these leaves contain a highly toxic poison which, when mixed
with water drunk by an animal soon after eating them, usually results in the death of the animal shortly thereafter.
The plant is Dichepetalum cymosum, better known to stock farmers as gifblaar, or poison leaf, one of the most
poisonous plants known in the region. In times of drought, it is a eaten readily by cattle, buffalo, donkey, sheep and
goat, and also by grazing antelope, especially wildebeest – although there is some evidence that some wild ungulates
(for example eland) have developed an ability to detoxify (in the liver) the poisonous components of indigenous plants
1
that are fatally toxic to domestic stock.

Dichepetalum cymosum (gifblaar) growing in sandy soil in open woodland

Dichepetalum cymosum (gifblaar):
): note emerald green, soft leaves (alternate), with veins looping up to join
those above
Gifblaar is an
n example of a type of plant known as a suffrutex: a woody perennial plant with a large or extensive
underground stem, which produces annual aerial flowering shoots that persist for a year or two. Such plants are
sometimes referred to as “underground trees”. 2 Gifblaar grows close to the ground and can be recognised by a
concentration of closely tufted bright green, oblong leaves growing from a woody base. The leaves are alternate; and

have the diagnostic feature that the veins in each leaf do not continue to the leaf margin but loop upwards to join the
vein above. The leaves, which are soft and sometimes slightly hairy when young, are the same colour on both sides.
These features enable gifblaar to be distinguished from two
t
other plant species,, also suffrutex, that have a close
superficial resemblance to it, but which are not toxic: Pygmaeothamnus zeyheri (sand apple or goorappel), whose
leaves are opposite, with veins running to the leaf margin; and Parinari capensis ( grysappel),
grysappel which has either alternate
or opposite leaves, but is distinguished by having
having a darker green upper surface and a lighter, grey green lower surface,
surface
3, 4, 5
and veins that do not loop;.
All three species produce clusters of white or pale yellowish flowers in spring, and all
favour a similar environment: sandy, sunny, north
north-sloping open land; and may occur in close proximity to each other.

Pygmaeothamnus zeyheri (sand apple or goorappel): Note opposite leaves, veins running to margin,
lanceolate (pointed) leaf tips

Parinari capensis (grysappel)): Note bicoloured leaves, prominent ribbed veins running to leaf edge
The poisonous constituent in gifblaar is monofluoroacetic acid; although harmless in this form, it is converted upon
digestion to highly toxic fluorocitrate. Young, newly emerged shoots are especially toxic:
to
in humans and in most
animals, a dose of less than 0.5mg/kg of monofluoroacetate can be lethal; less than 20g of fresh leaves can kill a
6
sheep. The poison blocks cellular respiration, causing paralysis of brain, spinal cord and all muscles, and ruminants
rumin
typically die of heart failure within 24 hours of ingesting the leaves, especially if the animal has drunk water.
Because of the extensive underground development of the plant, gifblaar is not readily amenable to eradication with
herbicides, although Access 240SL [L4920] and Browser [L7357] (active ingredient picloram 240g/l SL) have been
7
registered for foliar application; and Molopo 200 GG [L6111] (tebuthiuron 200 g/kg GG) for soil application.
Most stock farmers deal with the problem by fencing off areas where the plant occurs. Many parts of the Waterberg
plateau seem to be virtually free of the plant, but it is particularly prevalent along the northern escarpment area – and
was one of the reasons why the New Belgium Settlement development of the 1940s did not succeed as intended.
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Stories and Images
We need your stories, imagery, articles, essays and announcements for the Conservancy Newsletter.
Good stories, unusual photographs, interesting articles, relevant essays, timely announcements – please share!

Wait, there’s more in this Newsletter.
Learn a little about some of our members.
Scroll on to Member Profiles.

Company

Ant’s Nest and
Ant’s Hill Bush homes

Contact

Tessa and
Ant Baber

Contact
Numbers
014 755 4296 /
014 755 3584 /
083 287 2885

Email

Web Address

Karel van
Vuuren

www.waterberg.net and
www.ridingsouthafrica.com

014 755 4211
083 273 2743

Janneman@driehoek.co.za
and
info@driehoek.co.za

www.driehoekfeeds.co.za
and
www.equusfeeds.co.za

014 721 0063

equus@equus.co.za

www.equus.co.za

012 362 2280
(office)
012 362 5982
(fax)
083 450 7510

steven@kdv.co.za

Conservation – Fauna and Flora – Ecological
enhancement. Selected hunting opportunities.

Kolo
lolo Game Reserve is situated in the heart of the
Waterberg biosphere: A malaria-free
malaria
area, home to
a large variety of game makes Kololo a perfect
safari
safa destination. Visit neighbouring reserves and
view the Big 5 - lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and
buf
uffalo, or enjoy a sneak preview over the fence,
from the comfort of your chalet at Kololo.

014 755 4370

Hanlee van
der Walt

Equus Horse Safaris

Wendy
Adams
John Miller

Kgama Eco-Ranch (Pty) Ltd
Steven
Klagsbrun

Ant’s
nt’s Nest and Ant’s Hill are private bush homes in
the magnificent malaria-free
malaria
Waterberg. Enjoy
fabu
bulous horse riding safaris, guided bush walks or
game drives
drive on our privately owned property.
Suit
uitable for families, riders, honeymooners or just
good friends travelling together
With
ith over 20 years experience in milling, Driehoek
Feed
eds manufactures a wide range of products. With
a committed
co
team of expert nutritionists, Driehoek
Feeds has become a leader in the highly
spec
pecialised Game Feeding industry. Driehoek has
also
als recently launched the new Equus Range of
horse feeds which compare to the highest
inter
ternational standards. For Cattle, Game, Poultry
and other farm feeds, Driehoek combines research
r
and science with value for money in every bag!
Since 1989, Equus Horse Safaris has offered
exhilarating riding on well-schooled
well
horses in
scenically diverse bush. Experienced riders
enjoy
joyed personal and qualified guiding. Wendy has
retired from guiding, but Carla Lucassen is
operating Savannah Horse Trails on Equus
Reserve,
Re
providing the same high quality riding.

reservations@waterberg.net

Janneman
van der
Merwe
Driehoek Feeds / Voere

Brief Description

Kololo Game Reserve
Elize
Oosthuizen

014 721 0920 /
014 721 0080 /
014 721 9910

admin@kololo.co.za

Reinhard
Heuser

014 755 4104 /
014 755 4249 /
082 414 5622

reinhard@kwalata.com,
caroline@kwalata.com;
office@kwalata.com;
werner@kwalata.com

www.kololo.co.za

Kwalata Wilderness CC

Where the real Africa begins!

www.kwalata.com

Our company's main activity is hunting. Kwalata
Kwala
cons
nsists of 13 000ha. Kwalata boasts 4 of the Big 5
and numerous plains game species and birds.

Lapalala Wilderness

Dr John Hanks

Dr Douglas
Loewenthal
Anton
Walker

hanksppt@iafrica.com
014 755 4066

schooldirector@lapalala.com

www.lapalala.com
anton@lapalala.com

Jessica
Babich

jessica@lapalala.com

Mokabi Lodge, Moletadikgwa
Wildlife Sanctuary
Lyn and
Richard
Wadley

014 755 3506
083 609 1425
083 609 1464

yeldaw@mweb.co.za

www.mokabilodge.com

Dr. Volker and
Marita
Neemann

014 755 4106 /
083 450 6535

office@msolosolo.com

www.msolosolo.com

M`solosolo Safari

Relax in the heart of the
Waterberg biosphere, private
but luxury!!!!!!

A private reserve that is dedicated to
conservation, ecotourism, community upliftment
and environmental education

A luxury stone and thatch self-catering lodge set
in secluded woodland affords guests a
comfortable and tranquil experience in the
magnificent Waterberg. Numerous clearly marked
and annotated walking trails and mountain bike
routes on this private game reserve enable
visitors to enjoy the diversity of plant, bird and
animal life offered by the unique environment of
the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve
Nestled deep in the Waterberg, you enter a quiet,
malaria- and crime-free paradise. Your German
hosts have been successfully involved in the
hunting and lodging business for over 12 years.
Activities include hunting trips with a professional
hunter, guided walks to bushman paintings, horse
riding, clay target shooting, pistol shooting
exercises, bird watching or game drives in an
open 4x4 vehicle. We gladly organize elephant
back rides, visits to the white lion park or a
personal touch with rhinos. Longer trips e.g. to
the Kruger National or Pilanesberg Park,
sightseeing or tours to God’s window or Tzaneen
can also be organized.

Nkonka Bush Lodge, Nkonka
African Safaris and Idube
Safari Lodge
Conway and
Becky Volek

082 824 1750,
082 570 8494,
014 755 4170

conway@nkonka.co.za

www.nkonkabushlodge.co.za
www.nkonka.co.za

PURE WATERBERG MAGIC

Under the shade of the bushveld, broad leaved
trees, the 4 star Nkonka Bush Lodge, provides
guests with an escape to enjoy the true beauty of
nature surrounding them. Enjoy the small,
intimate nature of the camp on a fully or self
catered basis. Informative game drives or walks
with our experienced guide, mountain biking and
trips to surrounding attractions can all be enjoyed
during your tranquil bushveld getaway. There is
also theoption of a self catered rustic bush camp,
which is exclusive to one party at a time, so you
are able to enjoy the beautiful Waterberg in the
manner you prefer.

An exclusive private wildlife estate
measuring more than 5,000 hectares that is
dedicated to conservation and environmental
education.
Swebeswebe Wildlife Estate

Ken Maud

014 763 6261

ken@swebeswebe.com

www.swebeswebe.com

This impressive expanse of diverse African
bush is in a Malaria free area and has 20
kilometers of riverine habitat flanked by
impressive sandstone cliffs guarding ancient
rock art paintings and is home to over 30
species of mammals. More than 300 recorded
species of birds, and a variety of reptiles
characteristic of this part of the bushveld, all
add to the diverse charms of this secluded
African retreat.

