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Next General Meeting
Date: Thursday, 12 September 2013
Time: 2:00 pm
Note New Venue: NG Kerk Vaalwater
from 4-way stop in town toward Melkrivier
turn left at third street (small sign on right says N.G. Kerk)
go one block; church is on the corner
Guest Speakers:
Francois Engelbrecht, CSIR, Research Group Leader: climate studies
and modelling and environmental health
Climate Change: The World, Africa, South Africa, The Waterberg
plus
Waterberg Environmental Education Programme:
Thandeka Mehlo
Arthur Matodzi
Vhulahani Mushiana
Letticia Mahlatji
Food and Refreshments Available

Contact the Waterberg Nature
Conservancy through
Heidi Carlton
PO Box 1224; Vaalwater 0530
082 336 8757

RSVP to Heidi Carlton by Monday 9 September 2013
(contact details at left)
Note Annual General Meeting Date Change
Now Scheduled for Thursday 14 November 2013

Aardvark

heidi.bruce@absamail.co.za
www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za

John Miller, Chair
jdmiller@telkomsa.net

Nosing around at midday, early August.
Photo by Richard Wadley.

!FOR SALE!
Share Blocks for Sale
There are a number of shares for sale in
Hermanusdoorns Share Block. As all
shares have been issued, these shares
are offered by individual members. There
is a central website created with all
current opportunities listed:
www.hdoorns.co.za
Farm for Sale
Price Reduced
951 hectares of Waterberg bushveld.
Spectacular escarpment views,
mountains and valleys. Private nature
reserve suitable for tourism, game
ranching or equestrian uses, lifestyle
living. Two lovely homes. Three guest
chalets. Pool. Abundant water. Varied and
plentiful birdlife and game. Remote,
secluded. 014 721 0063.
jdmiller@telkomsa.net

Table/Chairs For Sale
Dining Room Set, Handmade Solid Teak
8-Seater suitable for a big lodge dining
room. The "Big Five" are hand-carved
into the table top (underneath glass). The
chairs depict the "Big Five" on the
backrests. It sits eight people with ease.
R24 000 neg. jjjp@lantic.net
082 870 8686; 012 542 1026.

DREAM / DROOM Vaalwater
Dreaming about Vaalwater is a full time job! And doing it alone is not
possible. We are a group of three dedicated ladies who are trying to
keep up the momentum. Unfortunately, our own lives also happen and
that is why we need more people with commitment and drive.
Anne Scotting has been a star, initiating many projects including the
acquisition of bins, trying to get them cleaned, painted and installed.
The group from WWS was very helpful but now they are all gone to
other places for practical work and the project is stalled. In the
meantime Anne had to fight the flu, go on holiday and attend other
responsibilities.
Retha van der Merwe was happy to jump in and get a lot of people
mobilized in town which really made a difference. Unfortunately she is
now working far out of town and her time is limited as well as her
opportunities to come to Vaalwater and get involved again.
I have been moving the last three weeks and my work is keeping me so
busy that I sometimes don’t touch ground.
We have many ideas. We need to keep the Municipality and the
Department of Roads actively involved; if they aren’t, they will just do
nothing. Many people have contacted us about donating trees and
plants, but until certain things are in place, we can’t use them just yet.
We need the time and commitment of all members of this community.
We have asked, and will again – for:
1. Large (TALL) aloes. Many people have promised, but nothing is
coming out of the ground.
2. Paint, stones and plants.
3. Paving and labour to install it.
4. Poles and latte to build new stalls for the vendors.
5. Time and labour. We don’t want to pay people to work; that
defeats the object. We cannot arrive in town to work on a
Saturday and find only four others to help. Not enough!
We would like to thank:
Earthmoving works – helping with rocks etc.
Build-It – paint, poles, etc.
Tinus Maritz – drums donation, but we need more.
Individuals who have helped and made small donations.
WWS workers.
Hope to see you at the next initiative!
Yvette Muldoon

Travelling Wild Dogs
Free roaming African wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) occur in Limpopo
Province. These wild dogs are naturally occurring, were not
reintroduced and did not escape from any fenced reserves. If they must
be moved (most often to protect them from the wrath of farmers), they
should be released in a safe area that forms part of their range.
Identified safe areas in the Waterberg include Marakele National Park,
Marakele Pty Ltd and Lapalala Wilderness. As none of these properties
have fences that will contain wild dogs, wild dogs can escape and
continue to function as part of the free roaming population.

Conservancy for Sale

Here’s the fascinating story: from 3-6 July 2013, in the Thabazimbi area,
three male wild dogs were captured (on a farm near Atherstone Nature
Reserve), moved (to a holding facility at Marakele Predator Park), and
collared and released (from Marakele Pty Ltd). See photo below. The
collar takes four readings per day at 12am, 12pm, 6am and 6pm.
As shown on the map below, by 26 August, a little more than seven
weeks after release, the dogs have travelled 889 km, making their way
around Ben Alberts Nature Reserve, Madikwe Nature Reserve, over to
Mafikeng in the North West Province, across the Limpopo River and into
Botswana. The wild dogs are still on the move and the EWT will keep us
updated.
Information, map and photo provided by Kelly Marnewick, EWT.

Book Review
Problem Plant Control Compendium (2012)
Compiled by Kathy van Zyl. Published by AVCASA (Veterinary and Crop Association of SA), Midrand (011 805 2000).
Obtainable from Croplife: info@croplife.co.za .166 pages, R120 (inclusive of CD, postage & VAT).
Although billed as the first edition of a new publication, this book is in
fact an updated, enhanced version of an earlier book by the same
author, entitled “Control of Unwanted Plants”, published by XACT in
2005. It is unique among published, readily available literature in that
it provides a comprehensive listing of all herbicides currently
registered for use against over 130 species of indigenous and alien
trees, shrubs, water plants and grasses that can be invasive or
problematic.
The main section of the book comprises an alphabetically-ordered
tabulation of individual species, each with a listing of the approved
herbicide agent for particular types of application (foliar, stump, soil
etc), together with registered branded products in each case.
Application directions are also summarised. Some species (e.g.
Acacia pycnantha, golden wattle) have a single herbicide registered for use (in this case, Molopo 500 SC L5854, with
the active ingredient tebuthiuron 500g/l), whereas for others, such as Solanum mauritianum (bugweed), numerous
herbicidal agents and over 40 branded products are listed.
All the troublesome alien plants in our area are covered in detail, but so are many other species - e.g. Acacia
nigrescens (knob-thorn), Cynodon dactylon (common couch or kweek grass), Dombeya rotundifolia (wild pear) and
Ziziphus mucronata (wag-n-bietjie) – that for most of us in the Waterberg would be considered assets rather than
liabilities. Indeed, the book could be misleading for those unfamiliar with our indigenous flora because – unlike its
previous incarnation, which symbolised each species – it fails to distinguish between those species that are truly alien
and/or declared invasives; and those that are indigenous and might only be problematic locally or under particular
circumstances. Readers are cautioned, therefore, not to conclude that every species listed in the book is unwanted;
they should consult local experts to establish which species in particular should be targeted in the area in which they
live.
A second shortcoming of this otherwise valuable compilation is that it inadequately warns users of the dangers (to the
surrounding environment) associated with some pesticide agents – MSMA, bromacil and tebuthiuron for example – a
deficiency that emphasises the importance of consulting with a herbicide specialist and reading the labelled information
carefully when selecting a product for a particular application.
Five appendices tabulate summaries of the same information contained in the body of the text but in different
alphabetically-ordered arrangements: lists of active ingredients or agents; brand or trade names; common names of the
listed plants; and names and contact details of individual herbicide companies. These addenda provide a useful means
of looking up requisite information when only some of the details of the plant or herbicide are known. An accompanying
CD-ROM allows the total contents of the book to be stored and accessed on computer.
The use of herbicides in South Africa is rigorously controlled by the Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and
Stock Remedies Act, No. 36 of 1947, and its related regulations. In terms of this long-standing, robust legislation, it is an
offence, inter alia, to acquire, dispose of, sell or use any pesticide in a manner other than that specified on the label of
the container. Hence the importance of ensuring that the appropriate registered, branded herbicide is identified for a
particular application – a role filled admirably by this affordable and user-friendly publication, which should be on the
shelves of every conservation-oriented landowner / manager.
This book has been used with thanks and acknowledgement as a source in the compilation of the Conservancy’s
recently-launched series of Information Sheets on alien plants in the Waterberg. These are freely available from me at
yeldaw@mweb.co.za or from the WNC website: www.waterbergnatureconservancy.org.za.
Richard Wadley

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
We’d like to keep this list both accurate and complete. Please let us know of any corrections and additions.
Police:
Vaalwater: 014 755 9700/02/04. Capt. Mpete, Stn. Commander: 082 565 8508.
Dorset: 014 755 3659, 014 755 4972, 014 755 4935. Patrol vehicles: 076 070 3134, 082 761 4974. Capt. George
Mokonyane, Stn. Commander: 082 414 2012.
Rankins Pass: 014 721 0611. Capt. Johan Grundlingh Stn. Commander: 082 414 2326; patrol car 076 879 1697.
Bulgerivier: 014 755 3844, 014 755 4512. Capt. Jaco du Plessis, Stn Commander: 071 620 7685.
Emergency Police: 10 111 or 112, national number, answers in Modimolle.
Emergency Rescue: 10 177, national number, answers in Polokwane.
SAPS Organised Crime (Mokopane): Sgt Delmar Pretorius 071 481 2731.
SAPS Stock Theft Unit (Modimolle): Capt. Herman Lubbe 084 515 6925.
Security Interest Group (SIG): Karel van Vuuren 083 271 0030; Thupa Seegers 082 922 3794.
Quimec (private security, Welgevonden and Shambala area): Theunus Nel 082 803 5497.
Rhino Poaching Crime Line: 083 947 1203.
Ambulances:
Ambulance, EMS, Vaalwater: 084 726 1336, 014 755 4579.
Ambulance, EMS, Modimolle: 014 717 4048, 082 967 3570, 082 975 6339.
Ambulance, Lephalale Municipality: 014 763 3264; 014 763 2227.
Private paramedic company, TROMAR, based in Bela Bela with services also dispatched from Modimolle; provides
Advanced Life Support Service, treats patients on site and transports to medical facilities. 072 276 2978, 082 984
1690.

Snake Bites: Gustav Collins for advice 071 018 6766; Dr Roger Blaylock 083 652 0105; Drs Bouwer and Barnard
(see numbers below).
Doctors in Vaalwater:
Dr Albert Poortier 014 755 3617, 082 466 3321.
Dr EM van Jaarsveld 014 755 4359, 082 855 2627.
Dr Peter Farrant 082 569 9147, 014 755 3661, 079 207 3709.
Lephalale hospitals:
Marapong Private Hospital (Exxaro hospital
hospital,, takes private patients; next to Matimba Power Station): 014 768
2380/1/2; Matron’s Desk (24 hour number) 014 768 2196.
Public Hospital,, emergency services 014 763 3264, 014 763 2227.
Doctors in Lephalale,, associated with Marapong Private Hospital:
Drs Bouwer practice 014 763 2832. Home: father Dr AJ Bouwer 014 763 2164; daughter Dr E Bouwer 014 763
3591; son Dr P Bouwer 014 763 6731.
Dr Barnard practice 014 763 6403; home 014 763 5214.
Bela Bela hospital: St. Vincent Private Hospital 014 736 2310 (right at first robot in Modimolle to Bela Bela).
Modimolle public hospital,, F H Odendaal Hospital: 014 717 2324/5257/5258/1973 (left at first robot in Modimolle,
follow the “cross” signs).
Fire:
Modimolle Fire Protection Association: Willem Crause 076 810 3544, Gerrit Ferreira 082 562 6204.
Modimolle Municipality Fire Brigade 082 807 8152.
Lephalale Fire Protection Association: Barry Kruger 073 005 9392.

Elephant

Photo by Melody Brooks Dill, Hlegamanzi Lodge,
Welgevonden Game Reserve.

Acronyms
Here a few acronyms that you may see and hear. There are plenty more in frequent use, but if you can master these
you’re on your way.
NACSSA National Association of Conservancies & Stewardships of SA
WESSA Wildlife and Environment Society South Africa

WWF
EWT
IUCN
DMR
DAFF
DEA
DST
EIA
I&AP
SLAPP
DFA
NEMA
CITES
PROA

World Wildlife Fund
Endangered Wildlife Trust
The World Conservation Union
Department of Minerals Resources
Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries
Department of Environmental Affairs
Department of Science and Technology
Environmental Impact Assessment
Interested and Affected Party
Strategic Litigation Against Public Participants
Development Facilitation Act
National Environment Management Act
Convention of International Trade In Endangered Species
Private Rhino Owners Association

Cheetah

Photo by Melody Brooks Dill, Hlegamanzi Lodge,
Welgevonden Game Reserve.

Do you have
e a writer or photographer in the family?
Maybe a writer in the family who hasn’t yet been published? A photograph in search of wide distribution?
Don’t miss this opportunity to establish yourself as a published writer or photographer. Best of all, in th
the Newsletter of
the Waterberg Nature Conservancy.
Get in touch with us.

Three Community Outreach Projects
Just a reminder of the three Community Outreach projects that the Conservancy has established:
Support to a Waterberg Conservation Project: The W
WNC
NC welcomes applications from Waterberg organizations seeking
funding or other support for worthy projects that contribute to nature conservation in the Waterberg, especially those
that have limited access to other funding sources.
Support to a Waterberg Charitable Organisation Project: The WNC welcomes applications from Waterberg
organizations seeking funding or other support for worthy projects that contribute to the improvement to the lives of the
various communities of the Waterberg, especially those that have limited access to other funding sources.
Support to a Waterberg Student: The WNC welcomes applications from Waterberg secondary school students studying
or intending to study at tertiary or university institutions for diplomas or degrees in sub
subjects
jects that lead to careers in nature
conservation and environmental protection. Example subjects include: Nature Conservation; Field Guiding; Water Care;
Hospitality and Tourism.

Wait, there’s more in this Newsletter.
Learn a little about some of our members.
Scroll on to Member Profiles.

Company

Ant’s Nest and
Ant’s Hill Bush homes

Contact

Tessa and
Ant Baber

Contact
Numbers

Email

Web Address

Karel van
Vuuren

reservations@waterberg.net

www.waterberg.net and
www.ridingsouthafrica.com

014 755 4370
014 755 4211
083 273 2743

Janneman@driehoek.co.za
and
info@driehoek.co.za

www.driehoekfeeds.co.za
and
www.equusfeeds.co.za

014 721 0063

equus@equus.co.za

www.equus.co.za

012 362 2280
(office)
012 362 5982
(fax)
083 450 7510

steven@kdv.co.za

Conservation – Fauna and Flora – Ecological
enhancement. Selected hunting opportunities.

Kolo
lolo Game Reserve is situated in the heart of the
Waterberg biosphere: A malaria-free
malaria
area, home to
a large variety of game makes Kololo a perfect
safa
afari destination. Visit neighbouring reserves and
view the Big 5 - lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and
buf
uffalo, or enjoy a sneak preview over the fence,
from the comfort of your chalet at Kololo.

Hanlee van
der Walt

Equus Horse Safaris

Wendy
Adams
John Miller

Kgama Eco-Ranch (Pty) Ltd
Steven
Klagsbrun

Ant’s Nest and Ant’s Hill are private bush homes
home in
the magnificent malaria-free
malaria
Waterberg. Enjoy
fabu
bulous horse riding safaris, guided bush walks or
game drives on our privately owned property.
Suit
uitable for families, riders, honeymooners or just
good friends travelling together
With
ith over 20 years experience in milling, Driehoek
Feed
eds manufactures a wide range of products. With
a committed
co
team of expert nutritionists, Driehoek
Feeds has become a leader in the highly
spec
pecialised Game Feeding industry. Driehoek has
also
als recently launched the new Equus Range of
horse feeds which compare to the highest
inter
ternational standards. For Cattle, Game, Poultry
and
d other farm feeds, Driehoek combines research
and science with value for money in every bag!
Since 1989, Equus Horse Safaris has offered
exhilarating riding on well-schooled
well
horses in
scenically diverse bush. Experienced riders
enjoyed personal
pe
and qualified guiding. Wendy has
retired from guiding, but Carla Lucassen is
operating Savannah Horse Trails on Equus
Reserve, providing the same high quality riding.

014 755 4296 /
014 755 3584 /
083 287 2885

Janneman
van der
Merwe
Driehoek Feeds / Voere

Brief Description

Kololo Game Reserve
Elize
Oosthuizen

014 721 0920 /
014 721 0080 /
014 721 9910

admin@kololo.co.za

Reinhard
Heuser

014 755 4104 /
014 755 4249 /
082 414 5622

reinhard@kwalata.com,
caroline@kwalata.com;
office@kwalata.com;
werner@kwalata.com

www.kololo.co.za

Kwalata Wilderness CC

Where the real Africa begins!

www.kwalata.com

Our
Ou company's main activity is hunting. Kwalata
cons
nsists of 13 000ha. Kwalata boasts 4 of the Big 5
and numerous plains game species and birds.

Lapalala Wilderness

Dr John
Hanks
Dr Douglas
Loewenthal
Anton
Walker
Jessica
Babich

hanksppt@iafrica.com

014 755 4066

schooldirector@lapalala.c
om

www.lapalala.com

anton@lapalala.com
jessica@lapalala.com

Mokabi Lodge, Moletadikgwa
Wildlife Sanctuary
Lyn and
Richard
Wadley

014 755 3506
083 609 1425
083 609 1464

yeldaw@mweb.co.za

www.mokabilodge.com

Dr. Volker and
Marita
Neemann

014 755 4106 /
083 450 6535

office@msolosolo.com

www.msolosolo.com

M`solosolo Safari

Relax in the heart of the
Waterberg biosphere, private
but luxury!!!!!!

A private reserve that is dedicated to
conservation, ecotourism, community upliftment
and environmental education

A luxury stone and thatch self-catering lodge set
in secluded woodland affords guests a
comfortable and tranquil experience in the
magnificent Waterberg.
Numerous clearly marked and annotated
walking trails and mountain bike routes on this
private game reserve enable visitors to enjoy the
diversity of plant, bird and animal life offered by
the unique environment of the Waterberg
Biosphere Reserve
Nestled deep in the Waterberg, you enter a
quiet, malaria- and crime-free paradise. Your
German hosts have been successfully involved
in the hunting and lodging business for over 12
years. Activities include hunting trips with a
professional hunter, guided walks to bushman
paintings, horse riding, clay target shooting,
pistol shooting exercises, bird watching or game
drives in an open 4x4 vehicle. We gladly
organize elephant back rides, visits to the white
lion park or a personal touch with rhinos. Longer
trips e.g. to the Kruger National or Pilanesberg
Park, sightseeing or tours to God’s window or
Tzaneen can also be organized.

Nkonka Bush Lodge, Nkonka
African Safaris and Idube
Safari Lodge
Conway and
Becky Volek

082 824 1750,
082 570 8494,
014 755 4170

conway@nkonka.co.za

www.nkonkabushlodge.co.za
www.nkonka.co.za

PURE WATERBERG
MAGIC

Swebeswebe Wildlife Estate

Ken Maud

014 763 6261
087 943 3063

ken@swebeswebe.com

www.swebeswebe.com

Under the shade of the bushveld, broad leaved
trees, the 4 star Nkonka Bush Lodge, provides
guests with an escape to enjoy the true beauty
of nature surrounding them. Enjoy the small,
intimate nature of the camp on a fully or self
catered basis. Informative game drives or walks
with our experienced guide, mountain biking and
trips to surrounding attractions can all be
enjoyed during your tranquil bushveld getaway.
There is also the
option of a self catered rustic bush camp, which
is exclusive to one party at a time, so you are
able to enjoy the beautiful Waterberg in the
manner you prefer.

An exclusive private wildlife estate
measuring more than 5,000 hectares that is
dedicated to conservation and
environmental education.
This impressive expanse of diverse African
bush is in a Malaria free area and has 20
kilometers of riverine habitat flanked by
impressive sandstone cliffs guarding
ancient rock art paintings and is home to
over 30 species of mammals. More than
300 recorded species of birds, and a variety
of reptiles characteristic of this part of the
bushveld, all add to the diverse charms of
this secluded African retreat.

